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the slanders in regard to him which had reached the
royal ears had utterly failed of their effect. It was
obvious that they were the invention of Spanish in-
triguers who wished to help that nation to universal
monarchy. Then he launched forth into general and
cordial abuse of Spain, much to the satisfaction of CouDt
Henry of Nassau, who stood near enough to hear a good
deal of the conversation, and of the other Dutch deputies
who were moving about, quite unknown, in the crowd,
He denounced very vigorously the malignity of the
Spaniards in lighting fires everywhere in their neigh-
bours' possessions, protested that he would always oppose
their wicked designs, but spoke contemptuously of their
present king as too feeble of mind and body ever to com-
prehend or to carry out the projects of his predecessors.

Among other gossip, James asked the envoy if he went
to hear the Protestant preaching in London. Being
answered in the affirmative, he expressed surprise, having
been told, he said, that it was Kosny's intention to repu-
diate his religion as De Sancy had done, in order to
secure his fortunes. The marquis protested that such a
thought had never entered his head, but intimated that
the reports might come from his familiar intercourse
with the papal nuncius, and many French ecclesiastics.
The king asked if, when speaking with the nuncius, he
called the pope his Holiness, as by so doing he would
greatly offend God, in whom alone was holiness. Eosny
replied that he commonly used the style prevalent at
court, governing himself according to the rules adopted
in xegaid to pretenders to crowns and kingdoms which
they thought belonged to them, Lut the possession of
which was in other hands, conceding to them, in order
not to offend them, the titles which they claimed.60

James shook his head portentously, and changed the
subject.

The general tone of the royal conversation was agree-
able enough to the ambassador, who eagerly alluded to
the perfidious conduct of a Government, which ever
since concluding the peace of Vervins with Henry, had
been doing its best to promote sedition and territorial
dismemberment in his kingdom, and to assist all his
open and his secret enemies.
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